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Eccleſ. Chap. VII. Verſ. 14. former Part. it 


Ia the Day of Proſperity, be joyful ; but in the Day 
| of Adverſity, conſider. | 


7 
T H E latter Part of this Text may ſeem a little \ 
too dark and melancholy for the preſent Occa- * 
ſion; but yer I cannot ſee, but when both 4 
Parts are taken together, the Whole may be 4 
no ways unſuitable to what we are now duing, viz. 5 
The keeping a Day of Thankſgiving in a Meurning J 
Chappel. » 
Tho ſome may be uncaſy at the hearing, at this F 
Time, any Thing ſaid upon the Subject of Adverſity, 
vet | preſume, that the Beff of my Auditors may be of ' 
another Mind; for tho the Paſſion of Her Sorrow may . 
be pretty well abatcd, yet the Conſideration and Wiſdom 5 
which She farther learnt in Her Day f Adverſity, will 0 
always remain with Her. 

War, tho we have Succeſs in it, is fo direful a Cala» #$ 
mity; and we mult paſs over, at leaſt in our Minds, {4 ,* 
ſuch Heaps of Slaughter and Ruin, before we can thin 
of Rejoycing: That the Day of Adverſity, do what we | 
can, will mingle it ſelf with our Day of Proſperity, and ( 
they will have as near a Neighbourhood in ſome Parr 
of our Affairs, as they have in the Text. | 

However, | ſhall invert the Order of theſe Sentences, ; 
and begin with the laſt Part, becauſe the other will be 

moſt ſeaſonable to conclude with. And I hope, that a 
few ſerious Reflexions will not ſpoil our preſent Toy, but 
rather ſet it off the better. 

I. In the Day of Adverſity, conſider. Human Lite, at 
the beſt, is but a Sort of Chequer-Work, and for the 

moſt Parr. the dark Colour abounds; ſo that he who. 

is not provided with Conſideration to ſupport him under 

t ae worſt State, wants half the Wiſdom that belongs to 
bis Condition in this World; and even in the Day of * 
Az | Proitex A} 
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( 4 | 
Proſperity will be to ſeek for any Thing of true Hap- 
pineſs. 

E God therefore has ſet the one over againſt the other ; 
and as it is the Wiſdom of His Providence to temper 
our Condition as He thinks fit, ſo it is our Duty to ac- 
commodate our ſelves to His allotments. Each State 
will engage vs in ſome particular Exerciſes of Religion; 
and the Viciffitude of both, will belt ſerve to perfect our 
Holineſs. 

Conſideration is a great Duty of it ſelf, and leads to 
others as great. It is the Foundation of all true Wit- 
dom , the ready Application of what we habitually 
know to the yarious Circumſtances of what we are to 
think and to do. But here in the Text, where we are 
bid to conſider in the Day of Adverſity, it immediately 
leads us to the moſt indiſpenſible Duty of that State, 4 
full Truſt in God; which is much better than to truſt in 
Proſperity; which, tho' it may be gladly receiv'd as a 
Gueſt, muſt not be rely'd upon as a ſure Friend; for 
this may betray us, but the other is the very Centre on 
which we ought to he fix'd ; which will make us wiſe 
in every Condition, and ſafe in every Event; it being 


that which Adverſity requires, and which it belt tea- 


ches. 

Man wants but little Reflexion on himſelf, to fer the 
abſolute Neceſſity of truſting in God in all the Troubles 
of this Life; and 'tis ſtrange if he meet not Troubles 
enough to bring him to this Conſideration. When, by 
an Experience of what he ſuffers, and by a Survey of 
his own Weakneſs, he ſhall find it neceſſary to go out 
of hicafclf for ſome ſure Support, I am certain he will 
not find that ſure Support in the Compals of the 


_ whole Creation; which has nothing but Vanity writ 
upon it by King Solomon himſelf, in large and capital 


Letters. 

There is nothing but the infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God, and his cternal Nature, that can give us 
true Security, and a full Repoſe, We are made with 
| bs ſuch 
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58 ſuch Dependencies, blended with ſuch Infirmities, eu- 
compas d with ſuch Difficulties, as if we were purpoſely 


* 


oa deſign d to have only fo much Strength as to get out of 
o ac- our ſelves, and to bring all our lufirmities to him Who 
State made us, that by a full Reliance on his Power, we may \, 
zion; in ſome Senſe be created again, and find gur everlaſting 
t our Support in thoſe Attributes which firſt brought us out 
of Nothing. ; ; 
Is to As this Truſt in God can alone ſuſtain us, ſo it is a2 
il. noble Way of honour:nz our Maker , for Allafficicn- 
ally cy, or an infinite Fulneſs, is belt acknowledg'd by our 
* receiving from him; and a main Part of our Duty con- 
are ſiſts in fitting our ſelves to receive. his Favours. Ad- | 
tely ver ſity then is the ſure Way of training us up, to give, 
e, a him the trueſt Honour, and to partake of his beſt Meer- 
in cies; and belides, it is a wiſe Proviſion of his, that 
. when Proſperity comes, it may not bare us ; and that, 
for when all Tryals are over, we may be ſafely placd in 
on che higher Stations of Happineſs, and never fail from 
viſe thence, as the Angels did, who never xnew Adverſicy. 
ing For when God has thoroughly exercisd us in the 
ca- Way of Faich, and Hope, and Truit, and Patience, 
| and Reſignation, which are the proper Vertues ot this. 3 
the State; when He has taught us to fee Him through 3 
les Glaſs darkly, aud yer to adore Him with all our Po- 
leg wers, to depend intirely upon his Providence, which 
by has ſach Perplexicies, that we cannot fee through, an 
ae ſuch Dephts as we cannot comprehend ; when He bas 
It try'd us with manny Difficulties, and found us true to 
il] all the Laws of Diſcipline, then will He lay by all the 
*% | ſtern Authority of a Governor, and thew us all the In- 
Ie: | dulgence of a Father; and fully initare u, in that g- 
al rieus Inheritance, for which He has fo caretully ptepar'd 
us by a Courſe of ſevere Vertues. REED 
1. Conſider farther, that there are fome peculiar De- 
1 grces of Holineſs, which are beſt obtain d in the Du 
15 of Adverſit xy. . _— 
h | When one reads the IRE thar Jo gives of his 
1 2 1 o 


* 


1 
. 


©; 
* 


m_— 


y s # x — 7 * g _ 
w_ by 4 = 3 . p, © NY we * a 
3 — 


(6) 
own Righteouſneſs, in the xxixth and xxxiſt Chapters 
of that Book, one would be apt to conclude, that he 
was then ſo good and fo perfect a Man, that nothing 
more could Þ- reaſonably expected from him in this 
1mpertect State of Life; but God had new Perfection: to 
add tothat Soul, which could be work'd up only in a 
Day of Adverſity; for he then recciv'd ſuch cnlarg'd 


Conceptions of the incomprehenſible Majeſty of God, 
ſuch mean Thoughts of his own former Righteouſneſs, 


and ſuch a juſt Confuſion for having inſiſted ſo much 


upon his own Integrity, that he ſums up all at laſt in 
this moſt humb'e Confeſſion ; I have beard of thee by the 
Hearing of the Ear, but now mine Eye ſeeth thee ; where- 
fore I ahbor my ſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſbes | xlii. 5, 
6. He had heard of God by the ſoft Whiſpers of Con- 
ſcience ; he had heard of Him by the faint Reports of 
Nature and Reaſon ; but towards the End of his Affli- 
Ctions, he ſaw God's Wiſdom, and Power, and Pro- 


vidence, in ſo clear a Light, with ſo full a Conviction, 


and in ſuch a glorious Maniſeſtation of His infinite Per- 
tections, that he might with great Reaſon ſay, Now 
mine Eye ſeeth thee | tho even then God ſpake to him 


{ cout of a Tempeſt and Whirlwind ; and tho' Clouds 
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and Darkneſs were then round about Him, yet he 


plainly ſaw that Righteouſneſs and Truth were the Ha- 
bitation of his Throne, and that in great Faithfulneſs 


He had caus'd him to be troubl'd. 


And if Fob was fo juſt and fo good a Man in his for- 
mer Proſperity, what an excellent Saint do we think 
he muſt needs have been aftcr his inward Senſes were ſo 
fully open'd by Diſcipline; after he had been taught a 
new Wiſdom in the School of Adverſity, and was able 
to make an unanſwerable Apology ſor the Providence 


of God in all its Diſpenſations? 


Conſideration, Truſt in God, Patience, Re ſignati- 
on, —— are thoſe Duties for which the Goſpel was cf- 
pecially calculated; they give us a new Underſtanding 
in the Ways of Godlinefs, à more cxquiſite Reliſh = 
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(7) . 
the Book of Job, of the Pſalms of David, and of the 
Suffer ings of Chriſt : We have another Taſte and Plea- 
ſure, when we read theſe ſolemn Truthts with a Com- 
ment of Afflictions: Then Fountains of Conſolation 
ſpring up in ſeveral Paſſages of the Scriptures, which we 
never perceivd in our former Reading; for Proſperity, 
tho' never ſo prudently us d, gives a ſtrange Flatneſs to 
the great Things of Religion, and ſeldom admits us to 
the moſt inward Receſſes, the Sanctuary of the Divine 
Wiſdom : Bur then all its Truths and Promiſes are ex. 


cceding 2 and precious, when out Condition moſt 


wants them, and our Intereſt in them is beſt ſe- 


curd. 


Now, in this ſhort View of Things, which the Con- 
fideration in the Text has ſet before us, may we not per- 


ceive, that Proſperity and Adverſity come ſomewhat near 
a Poize? For the latter may as much out-weigh in ſpi- 
ritual Advantages, as the other does in a nat aral Deſira- 


bleneſs ;, ſo that a wiſe Man knows not which to prefer, 


but (as it is a main Part of his Wiſdom ſo to do) he 
leaves that wholly to God's Diſpoſal, and;only bes for 


the Vertues of that State, or of that uſual Mixture of , 


Good and Evil, which ſhall be affign'd him. And now 
turn to the brighter Part of my Text. 


II. In the Day of Proſperity, be joyful. 


1. Let us fee what Reaſon we have to call this Day 
of our Thankſgiving, a Day of Profpericy. _ 

2. What the Duty of being joyful in this Day, re- 
quires of us. | 5 

We have, for ſome Time, lookd on the exorbitant 
Power of France, as the laſt Age did on that of Spain, 
as an unſufferable Bar to the common Happinels of E«- 
rope; and the ill Deſigns, and barbarous Cruelties ot 
both thoſe Powers againſt the Proteſtant Cauſe and Pro- 
feſſors, have mide them equally abhorr'd by all who 
know and value the rrue Chriſtian Re.igion. 


Now, the weakning of the Power of of France, tho? 
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| CPF | 
carry'd on by great Difficulties, Expences, and Lofles, 
is no mean Part of out ptefenit Preſperity ; and is a fair 
Way to ſomething more compleat. *Tis Proſperity, in 
that it brings us nearer towards what we chiefly deſign, 
in that it anſwers to the Intent of all our warlike Un- 
dertakings, and trends to that ſecure and laſting Peace 
which we ſo vigorouſly contend for. And I hope it is 
no Diſpatagement to the Proſperity of this Day, that in 
the Compats of this waſting War, we have had many 
fuch Days already. 


What of this Nature we have hitherto enjoy'd, has 


been heartily andeloquently accounted for, by ſeveral 
Perſons imploy'd on this Subject; but a new Hiſtory 
of Succeſs, calls for a new Order of T houghts, and a 


- freſh Spring of Thankſpgivings, 


My Buſineſs at preſent, is not to give you a long Nar- 


ration of what You know much more exactly than 1 


do; but only to obferve ſome of the wonderful Foot- 
ſteps of Providence in theſe Tranſactions, and of its Fa- 
vour in our Behalf; and where the Under-Agents 
have well perform'd their Duty, to give them their juſt 


,. Commendation. 


The famous Siege of Liſle, tho ſlowly, yet effectual- 


Ivy carry'd on, and ending at laſt with all the Glory 


that belongs to ſuch a Maſter-Pizce of War, is the moit 
remarkable Scene that enters into this Day's Proſperity. 
Tho it were often interrupted, by calling off great De- 


tachments for ſudden Excurſions, and for ſure Con- 


voys, yet it was {till warmly renew'd, and might have 
been ſooner diſpatchd by an unchriſtian Waſte of 


Lives, had nothing but Deſtruction and falſe Honour, 


been the inſpiring Principle: But here was a rare Con- 


junction of Piety and Valour, ſuch an over- ruling In- 


fluence of pure Courage and Wiſdom in the Conduct 
of that warlike Undertaking, as had nothing of Am- 
bition, but much of Humanity in it. A Siege docs 
not uſualiy afford much Variety, only a Vigilance 
and Readineſs in repelling all Manner of Sallics, and 


In 


* 
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| (9) 1 
in making all ſeaſonable Aſſaults, a Reſolution in 
maintaining of conſtant Batteries and Approaches : 
and all theſe are very legible in the Deſcriptions that 
are given us of that Action: But there was one peculiar 
Circumſtance which ſeems to enhaunce the Honour of 
this Siege; a vaſt Army of our Encmics moving almoſt 
round the Place, and never able to raiſe the Siege; al- 
tcring their Emcampements, changing their Poſitions, 
ſtill ſeeking after ſome Point that might be fortunate to 
them! as it, like the King of Moab againſt the raelites, 
they hop'd to prevail againſt us, not by Battel, but by 


Conduct all the while under an older General, proud 


of his Experience, and jealous of his Honour; and at- 
terwards, an overthrown Prince, almoſt deſperate with 
Diſcontent, and on all Occaſions fir'd with Revenge, 
breaks in upon us on a ſudden with new and violent 
Attempts, and with the Promiſe of a cloſe-lav'd Trea- 
chery, to lure his rapid Motion. But lo! thro? the 
Providence of God, and a fupcrior Genius in our Ge- 
nerals, and an aſcendant Courage in our Forces, and 
thoſe of our Allies, they all fell under their ſeveral Diſ- 
graces, and felt the Weight of a declining Empire. 

One Thing more is ſo very remarkable, that it can- 
not well be omitted, wiz. That we paſs'd the Scheld 


that very Day that our Auguſt 4embly met in Parlia- 


ment; to ſhew us what a mighty Influence a Conjun- 
tion of our Councils, and of our Courage, may have, 
through the Bleſſing of God, in all our Succeſſes. The 
unanimous Reſolves of our Parliament, make as loud a 
Report as our Cannon, and arc as formidable to our Enc- 
mics; and well they may, for they animate our whole 
Confederacy with a new Soul of additional Strength, con- 
tinually circulating in larger and larger Supplies. 


Cut 


which our Enemies had been long projecting againſt 
us; who, to give them their Due, are very ingemious in 
caſting up Lines, fortifying of Camps, making of 
Dams, and the like; but as Providence diſpoſes Things, 
tis only to make their Defeat: and Flights more igno- 
minious. 

When this River was paſs'd, the very Fame of our 
Generals Approach rais'd the Scige of Bruſſels ; where 
the chicf Manager of that Enterprize fled with his uſual 
Swiftneſs, when he turns his Back to Danger, as if he 
had not vet recover'd from that Conſternation where- 
with he fled from his own Territories. 

And here I cannot but make a Stand, to admire the 
Retaliations of the divine Providence; that the Ba- 
varian Houſe ſhould be forc'd to drop thoſe Honours and 
Spoils of the Palatine, which aleſs glorious Reign of 
ours, once tamely ſuffer'd to be !-f and divided! And 


that the ſame Palatine Family, which was then ſo ſhame- 


fally abandon d, ſhould be now ſo honourably eſtabliſh'd 
into the next Succeſſion tothe Kingdom of Great Britain: 
So fortunate, or rather ſo happy a Thing, it is, to have 
fufferd for the Proteſtant Religion! And as to our Elector, 
who, out of a true Greatnels of Mind, was content to 
make the leaſ figure in this Campaign,upon a right] idg- 
ment of Things, he may, in ſome Senſe be faid to have 


made the greateſt ;for it is ſomething more than Heroick, 


ro beneſit Mankind by Condeſcenſion; and to diſregard his 
own honour, for the better carrying on of the publick good. 
A molt favourable Seaſon attended the laſt Undertak- 
ing of this Campaign, where thoſe Towns, which were 
bof by I reachery in the Spring, (bur then gave us the 
Occaſion of a molt glorious Victory) were all gather'd 
up again in the Concluſion of the Year : So that we 


may apply toour Enemies thoſe Words of the Pſalmiſt, 


The Proud ba vc ſlept their Sleap, ard all the Men whiſe Handi 
were mighty, ba ve found nothing, Plal. LX XVI. v. 5. 
And what a happy luſtrument, under God, is or 
mo 


(10) 
Our Army caſily paſsd over thoſe Obſtruttions, 
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moſt Renown'd Gencral, whoſe Character increaeſes eve- 


. 


ry Year, as new Difficulties draw out new Diſcoveries 
of his Wiſdom, and Valour, and Conduct, and Per- 
ſeverance in the ſame noble Deſign ; and of his being 
truly conſummate in all militaty Arts and Vertues ! We 


have known him brave and forward in ſudden Dangers, 


and eminent in the Felicity of ſwift Succeſs ; and now 


we have ſeen him try'd in all the various Exerciſe of 


warlike Wiſdom, under the Delays gf Victory, with 
an Attention to every Accident, and a Mind watchful 
in every Poſt of Prudence, providing the true Remedy 
for every croſs Emergency; generouſly eager in the Hear 
of Action, and yet as remarkably excelling in the Cau- 
tions and Patience of Valour. What can be farther 
added, beſides one more Campaign, to finiſh this War, 
and his own great Character? 

This is ſome Part of thar Proſperity for which we arc 
met this Day, to return our Thanks to God, and to 
ſhew our ſelves joyful for His good Providences in our 
Behalf ; and what the Duty ot being joyful in this Day of 
2 requires from us, is the laſt thing Lam to ſpeak to 

1. It calls upon us to expreſs our Thankſgiving to 
God in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; tO celebrate 
Him in His publick Worſhip, with Frequency of Ar- 
tendance, and Chearfulneſs of Performance; to delig be 


our ſelves in the Lord, and to be telling of His Goodneſs from 
Day to Day: And ſurely there wants but little Invitati- 


on to the Love of God, when we abound in the Teſti- 
monies of His Love to us; when we walk in the Light 


of His Countenance, and when the main Part of our 


Religion is to tell of his Goodneſs, and to bleſs Him for 
our Happineſs; but then we muſt endeavour, that the 
Satisfaction we find in glorifying God, may far exceed 
that which we feel from the Enjoy ment of temporal Fa- 


— 


vours: Like the good Iſraelites in antient Times, we 


mult look upon the Bleſſings of this Lite, as the Types 


and Pledges of thoſe that are heavenly and eternal: We 


muſt work up our Gratitude to that Height which our 


Proſperity. 
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0 Proſperity calls for, and diſtinguiſh our ſelves by a Zeal 
þ 


in Duty, as God has diſtingui:t'd us by a long Courſe 
of Mcrcies. 

2. A joyful Heart, under a due Senſe of Proſperity, 
will be extending it ſelf in the proper At; of Kindneſs 
and Beniſicence; twill be a flowing Conduit, to convey 
to others thoſe Refreſhments it ſelf receie res from the 
Fountain of Goo ines, and it will find its owa Comforts 
ſtill more pare, by being in a coaſtant Motion of tree 

and generous Communication, and by running out in 
ſeveral Streams of Charity, and of doing Good. The 
5 abounding in this Vertue, puts Preſp-rity into its right 
Chanel : here it gocs on in regular Courſe, here even 
an Overflawing can be no Damage, becauſe it gives a 
Fruitfulneſs where it overflows, and yet loſes nothing of 
its true Fulncis, but rather receives additional Streams 

of new Satisfaction and Delight. 
4 3. Temperance, Moderation of Paſſions, and a wiſe 
| Humilicy of Mind, are Vertues which belong to the 
Y Day ef Proſperity: For Plenty has many Snares mingl'd 
with it; Riches are apt to ſwell Men into Pride, aud 
where there is an Abundance, there are continual 
V Temptations to Excets. They to whom God hath given 
all things richly to enjoy, have more eſpecially need of 
fi Modcrartion to bound that Enjoyment, and of a wiſe 
Mind, to ſee thro! their own Greatneſs, and often to - 
contemplate their Mortality in the midſt of their | |} 
; 
1 


* 
. 


Splendor. When others call 'em happy, they mult ac- 
knowledge, tis what they have not deſervd; when 
' they arc commended for doing Good, they muſt re- 
proach themſelves for having done ao more; they muſt | 
N deny themſelves in many Things, whea they have eve- 

ry Thing at Command. In all their rich Equipage, 

their diſtinguiſhing Apparel, their lively Converſation, 

and their Variety of Diverſions, they mult take Care 

that their Wiſdom remain with them, which will help 

them to ſee thro? all the Vanity of mcer worldly Things, 


and give no Occaſion to the world to cenſure their. * 
b 4. 
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4. If the main Part of our Proſperity may be reaſon- 
ablo thought to flow in upon us, on the Account of thar 
examplary Piety on the Throne, which God continues 
to reward in ſo conſpicuous a Manner; then what chear- 
ful Obedience ought we to pay to that eminent Pattern of 
Goodneſs, and that ſacred Pledge of our Proſperitz * How 
ought we to conſpire, in our ſeveral Stations, by all 
our Counſels, Endeavours, and Actions, to give that 
Eaſe and Happineſi to Her, which She, by a Bleſſing on 
Her Vertues, vrocure for us? 

Fthly and laſth, All the Ingredients of Proſperity, 
are of that ſoft and hcaling Nature, that one would 
think, that they ſhould not tail of ſweetning our rempers, 
and of making us to live in Love and Friendſhip, with 
one another. God has bleſꝰd our Grea: Generali of the 
Confederacy, with ſuch a mutual Affection, and with 
ſuch Unity of Deſign, that they fight againſt our Ene- 
mies, as it were un ler the fame Star, and are doubly 
powerful by acting all Things with fo perfect an 
Agreement. 

Methinks this ſnouid teach us to maintain the fame 
auſpicious Union iu all our civil and religious Affairs; 
eſpecially in our religious Concerns, that our Church 
may be as terrible to our Enemies,as our Camp, as terrib's 
a an Army with Banners, Cant. VI. 4 | 

The fatal Diſtinftion of High and Low Church, or 
2 jealouſy that ſome had too much Zeal, and ſome too 
little, was the moſt eflectual Step to the utter Ruin of 
the Reform'd in France. Synode, or general Aſenblies, 
were exaſperated and divided by file Patrons, who 
had no other Deſigu, but to compatl+ good Stations ac 
Curt by their Diviſions, and to make themtelves 
honourable by their Diſgrace; but whoever ſhall truſt 
Religion tio the Patronage of thoſe who have no Fer- 
tue, muſt be very weak in their Judęments, or very 
ſtrong in their paiſhons. | 

Our Day of Prop:rity may quickly be clonded, unle( 
we take Care to remove our Tus, and our Quarrels. 
; h God 


* 


* 


— CHF. 35 
God would have fed the Iraelites with the fineſt Wheat- 
Flour, and wich Honey out of the {tony Nock, would He 
have ſatisfyd them; but their Wickedneſs, their Mut- 
murings, and their untoward Temper, turn'd away 4 
the Current of His Bleſſings: My People would not ' 
bear my Voice, ſo ] gave them up to their own Hearts Luſfts, 
f and let them follo their own Imaginations, Pſal. LXXXI. 
s 17. But whilſt our two main Springs run clear at Head, ' 
1 in a moſt pious Wiſdom and exemplary Holineſs at 3 


Home and in a vertuous Magnanimity Abroad, we 

have ſome hopes, that our Motions towards publick 

Happineſs, may fully ſucceed at laſt. And how glad 

am Ito paſs over Complaints as ſoon as may, and to 
' dwell on ſuch Gratulations as may be juſtly paid! For 1 
What a painful Thing would it be to all true Lovers of 1 
\ God, and of their Country, not to be ſuffer'd to ſpeak Y 
freely in the Commendation of our chief Governors : 
and Benefactors, for fear of betraying the juſt Rights of 1 
Religion and Vertue ? But when by awiſe and happy 
Adminiſtration of publick Affairs, and by an excellent 
Spirit of Piety and Wiſdom, they render themſelves 
fit to be admir'd; and in their Goodneſs and Greatneſs 
we can fee more of the divine Image? what Bleſſings 
do they give us, in making themſelves worthy to be be- 
| lovd and praisd ! Their own Excellency raiſes in us all 
{ thoſe Honours of Thought, and that Joy of Language 
{ which ought to be imploy'd , whenever we ſpeak o 
their Perſons or Action:. | | 
To conclude, you have now heard ſome of the Di- 
ties and Advantages ofa Day of adverſity, and what Ver- 
tues belong to a Day of Proſperity , and you may eaſily 
| perceive, that both together, as theſe Days are uſually 
temper'd by the divine Hand, do moſt effectually con- 
duce tothe beſt Improvment of the Soul; for to be for 
ſome Time under the maſt ſolemn Inſtruction that the 
| deepeſt Sorrom can ſuggeſt, and to have often thoſe En- 
Jargemont5 ofa thankful Heart, which a Series of glorious 

Sxceefies my rcaſonably inſpire, takes in the whole 4 
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Spenser or trat oy 
Wiſdom too that rules the Throne: It makes Greatneſs 
ſafe, as well as highly valuable; for thus Mortality and 
Granduer may dwell moſt happily together: And ſince 
the good and wiſe Providence of God has fo well pre- 
par'd Tour Majeſty to and long Proſperity, ma 
all the Remaindet of Your Days brighten'd, either with 
a Succeſſion of Triumphs, or with the ſerener Joys ofa 


well · eſtabliſnd Peace. 


To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt 
be all Honour, Glory, Power, Praiſe, and Thankſo+. 
ving, both now and for evermore. Amen. 0 


